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dubious, representative of the former was Sir John Banks,
financier and politician, whose dictatorial hand controlled both
the East India and Africa Companies.451 His biographer has
also made a first attempt to assess the problem of the supply of
labour.452 In addition to Dickson (n. 412), Horsefield has
investigated a number of monetary problems in this age in
which private and public credit finally established themselves
as safe and permanent features of economic life.453 To this
theme belongs also the great recoinage at the end of the
seventeenth century which Isaac Newton supervised and man-
aged.454 The problem of labour depends, of course in the first
instance on what may be known about the population, and
here we have the first comprehensive statistics, Gregory King's
figures which modern research has cautiously endorsed.455

As always, local studies throw light on economic issues. In
tackling a whole county, Chalklin provides information about
population, agriculture, industry and trade, as well as about
the working of an autonomous and hierarchical society.456
Lord Leconfield, on the other hand, contents himself with
two manorial estates which enable him to show what really
went on in the countryside.457 Stephens restricts himself to one
town, admittedly Exeter, always a magnet for historians.458
Dodd's collected papers about seventeenth-century Wales con-
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